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The different land-use types and forest conditions 
in a schematized tropical landscape
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Principal management strategies and possible 
pathways to promote forest-based land-use options in 
degraded and secondary forests
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Purpose of the Guidelines

• A knowledge base for forest restoration of 
degraded (primary) forests and secondary forest 
management

• A planning tool at the local (FMU) and landscape 
level

• A basis for stimulating best management practices

• A contribution to a policy framework for forest
restoration and secondary forest management



Guidelines for whom?

• Land use planners and decision-makers

• Government agencies

• Forest practitioners, forest managers

• NGOs and extension agencies

• Education and training institutions

• Research institutes



Structure of the guidelines 

Guidelines are divided into two 
sections, with total of 8 objectives, 
49 principles and 160 
recommended actions

Section 1: Policy-planning level 
with 7 objectives (31 principles & 
105 actions)

Section 2: Stand level practice with 
1 objective (18 principles & 55 
actions)



Assessment of the ITTO 
Guidelines in 2015: Main Findings

REPORT BY THE WRI

▪ From a 2015 perspective the ITTO 2002 Guidelines 
had limited use (lack of awareness)

▪ Guidelines need significant revision (structure, 
presentation, detail and user friendliness)

▪ Amount of recommendations and criteria can 
often overwhelm managers



Conclusion for the revision
of the 2002 ITTO Guidelines

The revision seeks to provide 

▪ A more simple structure

▪ Merge the overlapping principles

▪ Use simplified wording

▪ Make them more applicable to stakeholders’ needs 

Aspects to address in the revision process

▪ Identify ITTO’s comparative advantage within the Global 
Partnership  on FLR (GPFLR) and utilize this to fill gaps

▪ Align the revision  with global emerging issues

▪ Utilize the GPFLR to create visibility of the ITTO Guidelines 
and to support the implementation (incl. attracting financing)



Ongoing FLR Programs of CPF 

members and others since 2003

INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER ORGANIZATION



The raising attention to landscape 
restoration globally

▪ 16 international organizations (incl. 11 
CPF members) with major program on 
(forest) landscape restoration

▪ At least 10 global initiatives and 3 
regional FLR initiatives started and 
implemented

▪ 8 major FLR guidelines / guidance 
developed

▪ At least 7 FLR tools designed and 
made available

 In Background Report: Overview on the FL initiatives, 
programmes, guidelines and processes



Restoration commitments of ITTO
producer member countries

▪ 21 countries have made commitments between 
2014 and 2016

▪ Total “committed area” for FLR of ITTO producer 
member countries (PMCs): 87.1 million ha

For comparison*:

- ITTO PMC’s Permanent Forest Estate total: 781 m ha

- Out of which production PFE: 353 m ha

- Sustainably managed PFE production:  31 m ha

What role of ITTO to support achieving FLR 
targets of ITTO member countries?

*Data from SFM tropics 2011
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Issues to discuss for the CPF/ITTO 
Restoration Guidelines for Tropical 
Forest Landscapes

1. Focus of the new guidelines

2. Restoration for what purpose

3. Scope of the new Guidelines

4. Restoration scenarios and options

5. ITTO Guidelines and the FLR Principles



Objectives and overall Focus 

▪ FLR as a means to achieve – in the long-term – a more 
sustainable land use with enhanced social and ecological 
benefits  functional restoration

▪ Ultimate objective is SFM, sustainable agriculture and all 
other forms of conserving and managing landscapes

▪ Future landscapes are in mind, which is different from 
the past: restoration is not “restoring” what was before 

▪ New ITTO/CPF Guidelines could focus on 

 “Building sustainable forest landscapes in the
tropics”



Comments from ITTO member countries 
on the process of revision  (7 November 2018)

▪ Define clearly target community and objectives (of the 
process)

▪ Focus on tropical forest (landscapes)

▪ Address both policy and implementation, with focus on 
practical implementation of ITTO forest restoration guidelines

▪ Practical guidelines, take into account ITTO’s comparative 
advantages

▪ Global framework and implementation through national 
approaches

▪ Refer to existing guidance, tools and instruments where 
adequate

▪ Harmonize definitions



Expert Group 
Meeting in Bangkok 

(14-16 Nov 2018)



Process of elaborating new F(L)R-Guidelines

Objective: 

▪ Building sustainable tropical forest landscapes

Focus:

▪ Guidance for restoring degraded (production, protection) forest 
and forest lands in all tropical forest biomes

▪ Policy level as well as technical/operational level, with cross-
references and focus on diagnosis and change processes

Approach:

▪ Restoration scenarios (as a continuum in the landscape) 
developed and described

▪ Restoration outcomes for structuring the Guidelines

▪ Strong focus on economic feasibility, investments and financing
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Structure of the Guidelines

PART I: Background and context

PART II: Policy Principles and Guidelines for 
Tropical Forest Restoration

PART III: Implementation Principles and 
Processes

PART IV: Cases of Restoration Scenarios

PART V:  Guidance for Financing Tropical Forest 
Restoration

PART VI: The way forward
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Forest Restoration Scenarios
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Restoration outcomes and investment prospects

Natural  forest production models
(Conservation? Ecosystem services, 

REDD+?) 
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Possible outcomes of forest

restoration

Investment 
prospects

Integrated tree-based models
(Cash crops cocoa, coffee) 

+++

Commercial planted forest models
(timber, fibre, biofuel, bamboo)

++

Secondary forest production models
(Enrichment, NTFP, monocyclic models)

+
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